
7¼ km (4½ miles), allow 
2 hours, across open 
countryside, muddy in places

From point B of walk 1, continue down the lane onto 
Main Street.
l At Brooke House Farm turn right following the 
direction of the fingerpost down the driveway.  Walk 
to the left of the buildings to eventually cross a stile 
leading to a track.  Take the track up to the road.
l Cross the road bearing right to reach another 
footpath.  Once in the field, head diagonally right 
aiming for the waymarker in the right hand field 
boundary.
l Maintain the same direction for the next two fields.  
On reaching the far boundary of the second field turn 
right, following the waymarkers along the track.
From here there are great views across the countryside 
and towards the hills of Charnwood and Bradgate 
Park.
l Keep following the track until it bears left towards 
farm buildings, with woodland ahead.  Turn right and 
walk down hill with the woodland on the left.  Cross 
the stile and continue down to the road.
Follow the path on the opposite side which leads back 
to Brookside.  Turn left and retrace your steps back to 
the start.
For another local walk try the Twyford Parish Walk.
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BarkbyThis leaflet is one of a series produced to promote 

circular walking throughout the county. You can obtain 
others in the series by visiting your local library or 

Tourist Information Centre. You can also order them  
by phone or from our website.

Your Parish or Local Community Group may wish to produce 
a walking leaflet, please contact the Access Officer at County 

Hall for more information.

It is advisable to wear suitable footwear when walking.  
Stout shoes or walking boots are recommended.

Some stretches of the route follow minor country roads. Beware 
of traffic approaching from both directions. If possible stay on the 
verge, if not walk in single file on the right hand side of the road.

Enjoy the walks, whilst observing the Countryside Code.

contact details:
Access Officer, Community Services Department, County Hall.

Telephone: 0116 305 8160  Fax: 0116 305 7965
Minicom: 0116 305 7334

email: footpaths@leics.gov.uk  Website: www.leics.gov.uk/paths

The information in this leaflet is available in other 
formats on request.

useful information:
Buses: Service 100, Leicester-Melton Mowbray (Mon-Sat)
Refreshments: Brookside Inn, Brookside and Malt 
Shovel Inn, Main Street

Walking - Be fit and well
Walking is a form of excercise that is suitable and enjoyable 
for all ages. It’s a free and fun way for families and friends to 
get fit together. Just 30 minutes of brisk walking on a daily 
basis can benefit your health and quality of life.

The routes are clearly marked with bold, yellow 
topped waymarker posts and waymarker discs 
with the Parish Walks symbol.
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l Cross the stream and continue up the next two 
fields to meet a farm track.
l Turn right and follow the track until it eventually 
becomes a footpath across fields.  Using the 
waymarkers as a guide, maintain roughly the same 
direction across open fields and through two small 
woods.
l On reaching the metalled road, turn right and 
follow the road back to the start point.
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Walk 3: 

Walk straight across the field of ridge and furrow, 
following the waymarkers to the Beeby Grange.   
Pass to the left of the barn and continue in the same 
direction to the road.
l Cross to the footpath opposite and follow it 
diagonally left uphill to meet with the road once more.
Look back at this point to see great views of Leicester 
city.
Turn right up the road, then left onto the bridleway 
which leads through tranquil woodland and past Beeby 
Holt Nature Reserve.
l Look out for a waymarker showing the route left.  
Follow this well defined path which later becomes a 
metalled lane taking you back to the start point.

5¾ km (3½ miles), allow 
1½ hours, majority on easy 
tracks. 

Walk up Barkby Holt Lane, past the start of Brookside 
on the right.  In about 400m take the footpath on the 
left, and walk up the field with the hedge on the left.

Walk 2: 
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9¾ km (6 miles), allow 
3 hours, relatively 
flat, return route along 
bridleway is very easy

From Barkby Holt Lane walk down Brookside with 
the brook on the left hand side.  At the end of the 
path, go over the brook and turn right.  Cross the 
corner of the field to a stile, then turn left, walking 
with the hedge on the left.
l Halfway through the third field cross the 
boundary and continue with the hedge now on the 
right.
l On reaching a second metalled farm road 
turn left to a large gate and cross the stile on the 
right hand side.  Walk down the lane towards the 
village.
Take the footpath on the left just before  
reaching the houses. (The village of  
Beeby is straight on).

(Approx Scale)
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The village of Barkby is just to the east of Thurmaston, about 4 miles from the centre of Leicester 
and is easily accessible from the A46.  The area is mainly arable farming, though few village 

residents now work on the land, and most commute to work in Leicester.
Parking can be difficult in Barkby, but if parked carefully, there is usually space in Barkby Holt Lane, 
off Beeby Road.  The directions for all the walks start from where Brookside meets Barkby Holt Lane.  

As all the walks are circular they can of course be started from any point.

Walk 1: 

B

A

From here you will see the truncated steeple of the 
All Saints Church, Beeby, known as ‘Beeby’s Tub’.  
Story has it that the two stone masons who were 
brothers, quarrelled over how the steeple should  
be built.  They fought and fell to their deaths from 
the tower.
“Beeby Tub without a pub,
A church without a spire.
Two brothers fought and  
broke their backs,
And so ‘twas built no higher”
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