The Richard the Third Trall

DocumentR3T BSupplementary Informatiorabout Leicestey PDF B

NB: We are reluctant to recommend WIKIPEDIA as a source of information, and have avoided it below.
WIKPEDIAs not a peer reviewed site and the quality of its entries is very variabieaytbe used for a

general history of Leicesteand information about Richard likith suitable cautionBoth entries are

detailed, with source citationdNeedless to say,téirary versionsA y Of dzZRAyYy 3 { KI 1 Sa LIS NBC
physical appearance, life and behaviour, shaudtlbe takenas historically accurat&Vhere Leicester is
concernedhere isauseful website for startersvww.storyofleicester.info

*%*

Havingarrived across country into theuburbanarea of Leicester (Manor Road Extensjanjr R3T: B
document attempts to alert walkers to things of interest as we progress to Leicester Cathedral and the
KingRichard 11l Visitor Centrbefore proceedng out of the city along he Great Central Wayo pass
through Narborough. As our main directions indicate, it is possible to detour slightly from the
designated route to explore a few notable features. It is therefore worth repeating (sewoduction

in R3T ADirectiong that advance planning is advisabl@a view of the length of the journey through
Leicester, andhe time necessary to makeestuse of the information providetere.

Manor Road and Stoneygate

Manor Road is historically one of the wealthiest areas of Leicester and contains some fine properties. It

is part ofa conservation areaWe haveprovided a useful 2005 survefor walkers to use as a guide

through this part of the @¢y. SeeOadby Hill Top and Meadowcourt Conservation Areghich can also

0S R2gyf2FRSR FTNRBY [ RchatShe THydNTrab&idaybilkeS A/N3 ol GKAR2f2Ca3S | 2 ¢
az2@SQ ¢ASdtianalinfbrmation about the areaear London Roai$ contained in two guides for

Stoneygate whicinclude useful mapsThese can be found within this link:

www.stoneygateconservation.org/?page id=472

The BotanidGardens

¢KS glf1 lt2y3 aly2N) w2l R I O002YY2RI (iSa IBotanit A IK(G R
Gardenscg full title the University of Leicester Botanic Garden & Attenborough Arboretunther
information can be found atww?2.le.ac.uk/institution/botanic-garden

Those interested in matters botanical may also likgigitthe website of the_eicetershire and Rutland
Gardens Trusat www.lrgt.org
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Leicester Botanic Gardens
Photographs byNotFromUtrecht reproduced undeiGNU Freddocumentation LicenseandCreative

CommongAttribution -Share Alike 3.0 Unporteticense.
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Victoria Park

Victoria Park extends over 69 acres. It was the site ofcthél @ Q& NI OS O 2 dzNf@reSentdzy i A €
racecourse is nowugt off the A6 on the edgef Oadby over the road from théotanicGardens) The

park was part of a network of green spacedemding down to Saffron Lane and Aylestone Road (see
Aylestone Meadows St 260> (G K2dzZaK G(GKS 2fR CNBSYSyQa /2YY2Y
now an unattractive industrial estafe 2 LILI2 AAGS [ SA OSa i S Kihg/PovieRStadiumT 2 2 (1 6 I
at the time of writing) Between these two areas lies tiaw Dykesthe remains of a Roman aqueduct.

Items of interesin and around Victoria Parkclude

1. The University of Leicester

As you takehe footpath across the Park (s&3T: A, lookingto you left up aheadyou can see some of
the buildings of the University of Leicester 2 S lj dz2GS FTNRY GKS | yAGSNRAGE QA

The University was founded as Leicestershire and Rutland University College in 1921. The site for
the University was donated keylocal textile manufacturer, Thomas Fielding Johnson, in order to
create a living memorial for those who lost their liveghia First World War. This is reflected in

the University's mottoUt Vitam Habeant; Wo that they may have lif2 Students vere first
admitted to the @llege in 1921. In 1927, after it became University Collegeester, students

sat the examinations for external degrees of the wénsity of London. In 1957 theollege was
granted its Royal Charter, and has since then hadsth&s of a University with the right to

award its own degrees.

The University won the first ever series of University Challenge, in 1963.

The very compact campus contains a wide range of twentieth century architecture, though the
oldest building, the Eiding Johnson Building, dates from 1887 Yy R K2 dzi S&6s (KS |
administration offices and Leicester Law School. This was formerly the Leicestershire and
Rutland Lunatic Asylum. Adjacent to the Fielding Johnson Building are the Astley Clarkg,Buildin
home to the School of Economics, and the Danielle Brown Sports CEné&rskyline of Leicester
University is punctuated by three distinctive, towering, buildings from the 1960s: the
Engineering Building, the Attenborough Tower and the Charles Wilsttirgu¢ KS | v 5 @S NBE A
Engineering Buildingf 1963was the first major building by important British architect Sir James

Stirling. The 18&torey Attenborough Tower, housing several departments within the College of

Social Sciences, Arts and Humanitiess one of the very few remaining paternosters in the UK.

The Ken Edwards Building, built in 1995, lies adjacent to the Fielding Johnson Building and is
home to the School of ManagememBuilt in 1957, the Percy Gee Building is homéeaester

Universitl & { { tiiRoB.yThealavid Wilson Library was opened by Queen Elizabeth Il in
December 2008, following an extensive refurbishment.

The University site contains thehildhood homeof Richard and David Attenborouglwhich later
became part of the Departant of Mathematics(See also our entry fahe Leicester Museum and Art
Gallery below)
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University of Leicester: The Engineering Building (James Stjrifg3 from Victoria Park.
The building can be viewed from within the University campus in thentext of its surroundings.

2. The Arch oRemembrance
This structure is a Gradd.isted War Memorial (ref: 1074786). The Listing states:

Historic interest: as an eloquent witness to the tragic impacts of world events on this
community, and thesacrifices it made in the conflicts of the @20Architect: the nationally
NBY26YSRX{ AN 9RGAY -1944y RboI&Siyded sdzinénfonals at lome andd
FONRBFR AyOfdzRAY 3 (i K SArchitéciiralliirtetast: the yhose iigosing fl £ £ X
LuySy aQa 9y3IftAakK 61N YSY2NRFf &S | Y2ydzYSyalrt 11
Group value: with the gates (listed Grade IlI) designed by Lutyens on the approach to the
memoarial from University Road. The memorial stands within the registered Vi&arla(Grade

II); the main gates and entrance lodges (all listed Grade 1) on London Road are also by Lutyens.
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Sir Edwin Lutyens: Memorial Ar¢clictoria Park.

3. The De Montfort Hall

The @ Montfort Hall is Leicest€@gremier concert locationDesigned by Shirley Harrison (182®61),

it was built in 1913 by the Corporation of Leicester, and is owned by the City Council. Currently the Hall
seats around 2000 people. It is notable for its splendid pipe organ of 1914, which may be the only
surviving exaple of a type built by Stephen Taylor and Sons of Leicester. It contains 6000Tgipes.

| I tsho€dx shape is acoustically favourable for orchestral conc@tmmber music has been staged

in one of the side rooms off the main auditoriunThe famougonductor Sir John Barbiro{li8991970)
preferred it to the Free Trade Hall in Manchester, home at that time to theél@althestra, which often
visited LeicesterThe Hall can be surprisiggsympathetic to amplified concerts, provided volume levels

are carefully managed.
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De Montfort Hall, LeicesterExterior andinterior views,
the latter showing the stage and historic pipe organ
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New Walk

bS¢ 211 Aa [dEighGubpedeSriddrad thé@uglifare, which leads frometledge of
Victoria Park to the ity centre, running parallel with London Rodd. his description in the 1960
Leicestershire edition dfhe Buildings of EnglanBevsner remarks:

It was [when built] outside the towxhouses grew up around it and fronting on[yet it] has
remained a promenad€and it is unique in England in this respect. For it is now right in the
middle of the town and yet has successfully resisted the intrusion of wheeled traffic. One can
still walk here unhaassed under trees.

Formerly a residential areat is now largely given over to business premises, though a few homes

remain. New Walk is Grade Il Lis@INE FY mMnnndgco0X & W! Lzt AO &1 f
MOPM1Y FTNBY (GKS / mMy(iK FTlFrakKA2ylIoftS yaBNESQI2KRA[ SA DK
citation continues:

LYy MTyp GKS /2NLERN}YGA2Y LINRLIR2&ASR (G2 SadlofAal
SEGSYRAY3I FTNRBY (GKS TFlLakaAzyl of S [notv@ittéria ark]i 2y Q& 2
The New Walk, as it in facame to be known, began at the junction of a newly built street with

the Welford turnpike, which had been created about twenty years earlier. It was laid out just
GAGKAY (GKS {2dz2ikK CAStRa 2F {0 al NBIFNBGIQa LI NR
the open field land from the enclosed land beyond. The Corporation paid for the labour involved

in its construction and supplied the gravel, while a public subscription of £250 paid for the trees

and shrubs planted along it. Wide and pleasing views wejeyed from almost everywhere

along its length, across the unenclosed South Fields. Although in due course fashionable
development spread along its length, until 1812 its character was entirely rural. The start of
building was facilitated by the enclosuré the South Fields by Act of 1804 and Award of 1811,

with part of the expenses thereof being defrayed by the sale of small lots along the line of the

Walk. In fact, until 1824 there was very little building, and the Corporation restricted
development to tle north side of the Walk and entirely prohibited it on the south, which was

reserved for gardens. In 1824 the Corporation gave permission for residential development of a

type which would preserve the pedestrian character of the Walk, with covenants \statdd

that buildings had to be set back ten yards from it, and their gardens fronted with iron

LI fAalFRAY3I® DIFa fAIKIGAYI gl a AyaildlttSR Ay wmMyo
residential character. Even so the take up of plots was slowly sixty had been built on by

1847-and it was not until the 1860s that largscale development began. It was only in the late

I'mep GKFG RSOSE2LIVSyd NBFOKSR +AO0G2NAF t I NJ XONB
in 1883 on the site of the racearse. In 1969 the Walk was designated as a Conservation Area;

since then many properties along its length have been renovated and there has been some
renewal of trees and street furniture.

In 1840 a tunnel for the southound railway was cut through uedheath the centre of the New
Walk, and in the early 1970s Waterloo Way, a new rea cut beneath the Walk on the west
side of the railway]DAW: The original plan was to run Waterloo Way through New Walk,
cutting it in half. The present continuity wasaintained following vigorous protests by a local
environmental action group
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Xb S¢g teinding a traffifree public walk. It is.dOm wide and tree lined, while the private
houses and other buildings which line it are set back, according to the Corporation ordinances of
1824, by at least 9m and have no vehicular access off it. Many, particularly-westhof De
Montford Square, ardisted. Along the south side of New Walk are three open spaces: Museum
Square, wigh contains the Museum (listedragle 1), a large neolassical building with
pedimented portico, opened in 1849 in what had been built in 1836 to a designfbiddnsom

as a Nonconformist Proprietary School; the much larger De Montfort Square, grassed, and with
a statue (listed grade 1) of 1870 of Robert Halll@B1), Baptist preacher, advocate of press
freedom and supporter of Joseph Priestly, byBi#nie Philip; andhe railed Oval, grass with
some specimen trees. Public buildings along the Walk include the Roman Catholic Chapel
(Joseph Ireland 18179) and St{ (i S LIK Sy Q 4 R @ Reawiitd) k893). There is much cast

iron street furniture along the New Walk, notigblamp standards and arches supporting a
central light. It is of a pattern seen in Paris in 1895 by Alderman Faire. Whether any of the
original ironwork remains is unknown; lights of the same pattern were installed in the 1960s,
and the whole of the soutkide of the walk was lit with columns of the same pattern imported
from France in the 1990s.

hyS 27F [ SAOSa N&WNE, lobkNgsutSback daMBobir folte.
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Plaguein NewWalk just before Welford Place, which has proved to tw® unobtrusive for some cyclists!

Leicester Museum and Art Gallerjlew Walk

Among its other treasureshis buildinghouses an important collection of German Expressionist art, and
a large collection of Picasso ceramics, bequeathe&ibRichard Attenborogh. It also hats chamber

and instrumenal concerts including the Leicester International Music Festival,one of its most
attractive galleriesConcerts have presented world class performers and are often sold out. For more
information visit

www.leicester.gov.uk/leisureand-culture/museumsand-galleries

and

www.leicesterinternationalmusicfestival.org.uk
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Leicester Museum and Art Gallerijhis spacedoubles forthe chamber andnstrumental music
concerts (View is from the stagewithout concert seating)

Asyou leave New Walk you will pass the statue of John Biggs {280dn the traffic island at Welford

Place. This was originally made in 1873 of white marble and stood at the end of New Walk, which you
have just left. It was damaged beyond repair aftemigehit by a tram in 1928. The present statue is of
bronze. Biggs was a Chartist who campaigned for, and established in his own hosiery firm, a more
humane regime for working people. He brought to attention the conditions in which framework knitters
wereedxJt 2A0SRY yR §200ASR F2NJ KS NBIdAFiAzy 2F OK?)
was active in the founding of the Leicester and Leicestershire Political Union. He became Mayor of
Leicesterin 1840, 1847 and 1855, playing a significant paréstablishing local amenities, to include a
water supply, a sewerage systemyjraiseum and a cemetery for théty. He stood successfully as a
Liberal candidate for Leicester in the 1856ddgction, being reelected in the General Elections of 1857

and 1859. It has been suggested that his business interests eventually failed in 1861 because he
concentrated too muls on politics. He moved to a terraced house at 46 West Street, and died there. He
is buried in Welford Road Cemetery, which is on the other side of University Road, beyond and to the
left of the Lutyens Memorial Ardinom our route into the ity centre(see Victoria Park above).

More information about Biggs and his family can be found online.

NB: As you stand next to the statue in Welford Place, Welford Road is the-lamgtil highwa which

runs down to LeicesterrBon on the left, and the Leicester Rdynfirmary complex on the right of the
onegl & &a8auSY® 0¢KSaAS RlI&da GKS @OASs A& R2YAYI (SR
of the old Granby Hals . A 3334Qa K2dzaS Aa 2y (G(KS O2NYySN 27
what is nav Nelson Mandela Park, on the left beyond the prison.

w o

2
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ToLeicester Cathedral

hdzNJ | LILINR I OK G2 GKS /I (KSRNJThis sirdef] afpearsdriC. PY 24 3da t 2 O
novel TheSleepof Reasor{1968). C. P. (Lord) Sn¢g®#90580)is a son ot eicester whas now probably

best remembered for his comments about the mutual B O2 Ay A GA2Yy 2F GKS Wig2
and the arts he was critical of an educational system that, as he saw it, had since Victorian times
promoted the latter at theexpense of the former. He held positions in the Civil Service and Government,

and had associations with the Univeysif Cambridged KS g+ a F LILRAYGSR CStt2g 2
1930, Wesleyan University (Fellow in the Centre for Advanced Studies;2)9&hd delivered the

Godkin Lectures at Harvard University in 1960e Sleepof Reasoris a grim, though rather plodding,

tale. ts tite isi I 1 Sy T NBtohingERsadnQde la razén produce monstiuatere he word

suefocarries a double translain (The sleep/dream of reason produces mongteEhapter Onenf the

novel describes a bus journey from Leicester London Road Stati&r Lewis Eliot and his son to see
9fA20Qa FIGOGKSNWY ¢K2dAK (KS y2@St RRnSwsyh@dreayhttYS (1 KS
Eliot and sonravel along the Aylestone Road, alight at Cavendish Roatlwalk up Richmond Road to

9t A20 aSyAz2NRa K adeprSsentationNds dyd2Ys baf 80 AINKAKALI A-20S s aAy oS
now be seen on the side walpposite No 40

Written in the first person, Eliot says on tife2 @ 8rét page:

You could still, it you knew your way about, trace some of the streets of the old market town:
narrow harsh streets with homely name& | S t 201t Ay 3( 2 y QBad §oheftq = | f 2
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work forty years before, craving not to be unknown, craving to get out of here. That | did not
explain to my son Charles, who was discreetly puzzled as to why we were wandering through a
guarter which, to any unbeglamoured eye, was sombré guite unusually lacking in romance.
(London: World Books, 1969

¢KS /FTOdKSRNXt Aa GKS aAadsS 2F wAOKFNR LLLQ& NIO dzNR
GKS aANBFG 9y3IftAakK /FGKSRNI f & Admpl@nmahunéniis tastefully G G NI O
designed. Readers of theeicestershire and Rutlaiiti960) volume ofThe Buildings of Englamndll note

that the nearby church of St. Mage Castro, in Castle Yard (which can be visited as part of the walk

through this part 6 Leicester to he Great Central Way see R3TPDF AlLeicester Sectio,receives

more attention as far as architectural merit is concerned. In fact, until 1927 the Cathedral was the parish
church of St. Martin. Externally the aspect is Victorian; theetoand spire (1861 and 1867) ape Early
gy3aftAaK YIYYSNE otS@aySNy WwWikKS RSGFAf A& +Ftt O2I
displaced Norman frieze, but the entire effect is composite, as in so many churches the Victorians
adapted to theirown signatures.

Leicester Cathedral: the reburial tomb of Richard IThis is made from Swaledale fossil stone,
quarried in North Yorkshire, standing on a marble plinth suitable for inscriptions. The coat of arms is
made of marble and semprecious sbnes. Reproduced by permission of van Heyningen & Haward
Architects / Photograph by Carlo Draisci
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Leicester Cathedral
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Across the road from the Cathedral we have

TheKingRichard Il Visitor Centre

kriii.com/about-the-centre

HSNBE AdG YIFI& 0SS 62NIK NBYAYRAYy3I 41 f1SNAR 2ifviewKS KA &
of highly publicized arguments about his final resting place, following the discovery of his remains
beneath a nearby car parik 2012 Richard Il (Rhard of Gloucester, 14525) was the last of the
Plantagenet dynastyand final king of the House of Yokke was born at Fotheringhay Castle, the start

of our walk, and died at the Battle of Bosworth Field, in Leicestersisee R3T: Aon Bosworth

Battlefield Heritage Centre and Market Bosworth) He was bdd\& SR Ay [ SA O Suich, $hBD& DNB
site of which became theow famouscar park.Various locations for his reburial were suggested,

including York Minster, Westimster Abbey, Middleham grish church, Barnard Castlehapel and

Fotheringhay College (searcWhere should Richard Il be burfedor relevant websites His
descendents objected to Leicester and initiated a Judicial Review, which failed to establish their case.

Down the alley to the left of the Cathedral (looked at from the front elevation) standd deester

Guildhall the earliest part of whicllatesfromO® Mo dpn® ¢ KS o0dzAf RAYy 3 &1 a LINE
Hall until the presenbuilding was completeih 1876. Most of the structure dates from the £%entury.

Among its other uses it functioneas a courtroom, a public library (the third oldest in England), a police
adrdAaz2y 6] SAOSailSNew stayadgatiical [pigformadc@sAGE @ ditigdShistoriary o ¢ 0
Michael Wood, Shakespeare may have acted hédieere is no evidence to support the claim that
Shakespeare discovered the tale of King Lear in Leicester, though the legend of the KintpHqaify

associated with theity through a debathle account of the history of Britain by Geoffrey of Monmouth

in the 12" century. According to A. D. Mil &0ix&ionary ofBritishPlace NamegOxford, 2003) the name

W[ SA OSa i S NDigeR@aske@8\i10" EenRiry, LedecestrdDoomsday Book, 1086), with a
w2Yly O02yySOlAz2y a Ww2Yly. G428y 2F GKS LIS2L)X S OF f

During the English Civil War the Guildhall hosted a discussiout @n ultimatum issued to theity,

which stalled for time until Prince Rupert attacked orf'3@ay 1645, with the Royalists overrunning any

defence and entering the building to loot desired items. This was only two weeks before the Royalists
$GSNBE RSTSFGSR o0& hftAGBSNI / NRPYgSt{ Qe cimSobarmes 2B | N &
Charles kan be seen inside the Mayor's Parlo@ur Market Harborough Roungdasses through the

area of the Naseby Battle Field, between Sibbertoft and Welford. Michael Wood is mentioned in that
Round in connection with Kibworth.

De Montfort University

De Montfort Universityoccupies an extensive site ne@ihe NewarkeThe Leicester School of Art was
established in 1870, expanding later with the introduction of engineering, building and machine drawing
elements to become The Leicester Colleges of ArtTaahnology. Further expansion led to the creation
of Leicester Polytechnic until uadprovisions of the Educatioref®rm Act of 1988 this became a Higher
Education Corporation. This institution became de Montfort University in accordance with the Further
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and Higher Education Act, 1992, which gave the right to the University to award its own delgrees.
name derives fromSimonde Montfort, a 13" century Earl of Leicestewho has beercredited with
establishing the firsparliamentin 1265.In the 1990s the University pursued an expansionist policy
through the East Midlands, acquiring a campus in Milton Keynes, taking over the HE activities at Bedford
College, and absorbing Colleges of Art, and of Atwieuland Horticulture, in Lincolnshire. It also
absorbed the Charles Frears College of Nursing and Midwifery in Leicester. All these acquisitions were
subsequently sold off, and théty campus considerably expanded.

The campus lies near to Leicester (&ast a precinct built by the Earls and Dukes of Lancaster, known as

The Newarkewhose name survives. The area includes the Newarke Gateway. Listed buildings include
Trinity House (rebuilt 1901) which contains part of thé” béntury Hospital of the Annnciation. The

Hawthorn Building contains the ruins of the Church of the Annunciation of Our Lady of the Newarke
OMopoUu® WAOKIFNR LLLQa NBYFAYyad 6SNBE NBLRZ2NIBeRf& RAZ
Montfort University Heritage Centrepered in 2015, features these ruins.

De Montfort University, Magazine Square, with the Hugh Aston Buildiagd the medievaMagazine
Gateway The latter is now unfortunately situated next to a very busy thoroughfare.
(Used under Creative Commons, attriblotFromUtrechttalk| contribs)
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The Newarke House Museum stands just opposite the above photograph. Aside from any intrinsic
interest, walkers should not miss the secluded garden to the rear which can be found just inside Castle
Walk through a small gate on the right. This is a little oasis amid the surroubdsiig. St. Maryde
Castro, mentioned above, can be found further along Castle Walk.

Further information on the museum can be found at:

www.storyofleicester.info/madia/1123/newarke-housesleaflet-v2b.pdf

CTHES ALMSHOUSE WAS ORIGINALL
CTHIRD EARE OF LEICESTENR O);
FUNDER THE TIFL2 OF THE HOSPEFN
OF T2 3LESSED VIAGIN MARYE 1N
: FOWNIDATION WAS 2MLNRGED
DHEE OF LAMENST =007
GHURGH AND GODLEGE
EREGHEDY AND ESTY
TESN EANARKE ST HE GO

Yp A NI

il o s

Plague to commemorate Trinity Hospital, The Newarke
The text reads

This almshouse was originally founded in 1331 by Henry, Third Earl of Leicester of the House of
Lancaster, under the title of the Hospital dfie Annunciation of theBlessed Virgin Mary in the New
Work (i.e. Newarkg. The Foundation was enlarged in 1355 by his son Henry, First Duke of Lancaster,
when it was annexed to the Church and College of the Annunciation which he erected and established
within the area of The Newarke. Th€ollege, which consisted of aeBn and Twelve Canons with
Vicars Choral and other priests, was suppressed in the reign of Edward VI, but the almshouse was
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continued and received a new Foundation in the reign of Jam&sThe main part of the Hospital
Chapel is the original building of 1331, dmportions of the original arcaderemain embedded in the
present modern struaire. The alabaster tomb on thearth side of the chancel is said to have been
removed from the collegia¢ church when this was destroyed.

The Castle Gardens

The Gardensre situated just offThe Newarkeand the area is a scheduled monument. Thithés
original site of Leicester Castiyough its onlyoriginalremains are the mound of its base. St Malsy
Castro has already been mentioned. The site gives access veSoarand includes moorings for
canal boats on the Grand Union Canal (Réeerside Centrainap). The Gardens extend over four acres,
and include a statue of Richard IThere is a yearly festivalelebrating he history of the Castle andsit
gardens.

The Gardens arenaattractive place to pause before moving on to tGeeat Central Way

Leicester Castle Gardenwoking back down the route
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The building on the lefiof the abovephotographis the rear of the Grade Listed Leicester Castle, an
important historical structure, and one of the reference pointa this very interesting and attractive
areaof the aty.

A downloadable PDRvhich contains useful basic informatioabout the Castlecan be found at:

www.storyofleicester.info/media/1126/castle_leafletrevisedjune-13-1.pdf

View from the bridge(see next photograpl). The CastleGardens are on the leftThis is the Grand
Union Canal. The Canal and the River Soar become components of Aylestone Meadows asiteur ro
moves towards Narborough on thé&reat Central Way SeeR3T: A Leicestdor information about
maps which can be downloaded to customize a way through this area, starting here.

Walking the other vay would lead you towards Frogsland and Abbey Park. Ithis direction it is
possible from the Canal towpath to see the line of the ofd@reat Central Railway runninganth
through thecity on a viaduct.

Pagel8of 30



Castle Gardens, showing the bridge you must cross to find@reat Central Way
See previous photograph

The Great Central Way

TheGreat Central WayGCW, proceeds alonghe track bed of thedefunct Great Central Railway line,

which ran from Nottingham Victoria statigp though Leicester, to London Maryleborewas the final

main line railway to be builfand to a high standardppening in1898. It was closed i1969. What

remains of the typical CGR station, with its island platform, can be fouGdestt Central Street, just off

the inner ring roadgclose to the start of th&sCW The line was notable fats series of viaducts along

the approach from Nottingham, and a number of bridges leaving Leicester. Sad to say, the fine
NJ dzy & (i 2 gwstintQBRige dhas.been demolisheid make way for De Montfort Universi®ya

expansion
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© 2001 Nigel Tout

TheimpressiveBraunston Gate Bowstring Bridge, demolishad2009
Reproduced by permission of Nigel Tout

BOWSTRING BRIDGE

NEAR THIS SITE STOOD THE MAGNIFICENT 400 TON BOWSTRING
BRIDGE, OPENED BY THE GREAT CENTRAL RAILWAY IN 1898 AS
A PART OF THEIR NEW RAILWAY FROM MANCHESTER TO
LONDON. THE RAILWAY BROUGHT PROSPERITY AND
COMMERCE TO THE PEOPLE AND CITY OF LEICESTER AND
WAS THE LAST LONG DISTANCE MAIN LINE TO BE BUILT IN

ENGLAND, THE GREAT BRIDGE WAS DESTROYED IN 2009,

DESPITE A LONG RUNNING CAMPAIGN BY THE PEOPLE OF

LEICESTER, WHO WISHED TO SEE IT RETAINED FOR THE
ENJOYMENT AND INSTRUCTION OF FUTURE GENERATIONS.

e Z0TeNgel Tout

Reproduced by permission of Nigel Tout

Page20of 30



Theruins ofhistory, a the entrance to theGreat Central Waywhich can be seen on the left)
Part of the southern abutment of the Bowstring Bridgewith the Grand Union Canallhe location of
this abutment appearson the right hand side of the photograpbf the bridge,above.

Yet part of theGCRsurvives as &eritage milway; the only one in the country where stearan be seen

operating along double tracks from a newalt in Birstal] north of the dty, to the intact station at
Loughborough (There are alsberitage stations at Rothley and Quomdong the ling) At the time of

writing plans are wellhdvancedto conrect thiseight mile section to that presently called the Great

Central Railwayottingham,which runs to Ruddington just outside Nottinghaihe re-established
connection will rurby a bridgeover the current main line from Nottinghathd 2 y f & sttiBnYor A Y A y 3
London St. Pancrgdhis would provide through heritageroute of around 18 miles.

For more information on the currer®CRsee:www.gcrailway.co.uk andfor GCRN www.gcrn.co.uk

* %

There are a number of interesting landmarks along 8@W Leicester City Council has published three
very useful information leaflets to help visitors, which can be downloaded from the LCC website as
Riverside arth, Riverside entral, and Riverside @uth. We have included the latter two as part of the
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http://www.gcrailway.co.uk/

documents for ourTrail As our main directions make clear, it is possible to walk part of the route to
blFNb2NRBdZAK Ff2y3 G4KS DNIYR !'yA2y [ Fylt G26LF 0KI
own initiatives. (See magsr possible routeg

Part of theGreat Central Waywith one of thebridge structuresstill intact and maintained

The GCWruns roughly parallel to the Grand Union Canal for some distgoassing quite near to the

King Powertadiumz K2YS G2 [SAOSadGSNI/AGe cz2z2dolff /fdzo ofi
¢ Filbert Street was the name of the now demolished ground, since built over), and the two sites of
Leicestershire Country Cricket Club. The first of these, usedeeetthe wars, is now partly occupied by

blocks of flats (though the oldgvilion still stands), the second is the current home of the Club at Grace

Road. The intewar ground used to be overshadowed by two huge cooling towers serving the Electricity
Works A little further alorg, our route passes behind thegworks (now British Gas) which used to

housea couple ofgasometers, whose risend fall could be seen from neardocations.A proposal to

List them as historically significant structurdsllowing concerns raised by the City Mayavas
unsuccessful. The current site houses the National Gas Museum, which is well worth a visit. (Check
opening hours atvww.nationalgasmuseum.org.ub @ LG &aidl yRa o0Sft2¢ GKS WDI &
andnexti 2 GKS WDIF a | 2 dzasB@yt&rraces bailSioiJyes dvorkers in (BRINFhEy are

Grade Il Listed (ref381187) as numbers 2247 Aylestone Road.
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Aylestone Meadows

After passing behind the oldagworks Aylestone Meadowsan be found tahe east of theGCW with
access points as shown on tReversideCentralmap. DAW grew up near here and can remember when
this area consisted largely of opeseplaying fields and theity refuse dump(easily accessible to kids)
which stank. The site rgnroughly parallel to Aylestone Road and the Grand Union Canal, whose
towpath has been incorporateihto the Meadows. This is a large area, sandwiched between Aylestone
Road and Narborough Road, though part of it now contains a private football pitcthe time of
writing there are no refreshment or toilet facilities.

The image below is amtitled andundated watercolouy paintedby D2 Q& 3INJ YRTFI (§ KSNE
(18901962) who retired as a sign writer fdPickfords Removals and Storagéll in existence at the

time of writing It shows an idealized river landscape which may webdsed ora view suth towards

St.! y R NEhar€haylestone(the spire seems accuratdjpm a point in Aylestone Meadows.

Collection of Sue and David Wragg.
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@ 2001 Nigel Tout

TheGreat @ntral Wayis atop this fine bridge over the Grand Union Canal in Aylestone Meadows.
Reproduced by permission

Narborough

Narborough is a satellite village of Leicester, gradually absorbed frontithiee Q&4 KA Y G SNI I YR
separated by open spacesRn g KI (i KI @S 0SS 8&%WS R BEHRNiIOGS Rreas &ith WS
somewhat liminal idatities which are neither town nor countryside. Given its location, Aylestone
Meadows might be described as adgeland not least because its management by Leicester City

Council is distinct from the kind @ommercial operationsve find in farming. At ta same time, the

/| 2dzy OAf Q&4 LINBASNDI GAZ2Y 2F GKS I NBF F2NJ NEONBIFGA2Y
for wildlife. Edgelands are important sitesot least because of the political ramifications of
conservation issues. See, for exampRichard Mabey:The Unofficial Countrysidgl973) Marion

Shoard Edgelands(2002 - Shoard first coined the term in her bopkand Paul Farley and Michael
SymmonsRoberts:Edgeland$2012) Coventry Roath Narboroughs part of the Fosse Way, one of the

most important Roman roads in the country, running from Lincoln to Exeter, via Leicestieiding

parts of the A46) and Bath. Our watlassesNarborough Station, which is part of the Leicester to
Birmingham lingnotablefor its survivingVictorian buildngs. There is signal box and level crossing. The
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station survives by popular demayafter being closed for a couple of years by British Railways in 1968.
It was originally opened in 1864 and became part of the London and North Western Railway in 1867.

For those who would like to viewts architecture, All Saintshurch can be foundalong our routeon
Church LaneThe building is an example of the Perpendicular style, with a chancel of 1887. Pevsner likes
the south doorway.

The mid17" centurysyeniteNarborough Hall can be found at 19, Coventry Road.

Thistraindh REQ2 L] KSNB X0 dzii b I Nb-chehdd edieikpregsure fiorh Bojl regidedits NB
Its Victorian buildings have so far survived (2017).
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