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❑ Purpose: to explain the role of the Local Highway Authority (LHA) as 
a statutory consultee in the planning process

❑ I will explain:
❑ What we do/do not comment on

❑ How we review applications

❑ The advice we give to Local Planning Authorities

❑ The contributions we ask for

❑ Examples of sites with sustainable travel considerations. 

What’s Covered
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The role of the Local Highway Authority

❑ Only a statutory consultee as set out in the Development 
Management Procedure Order 

❑ Provide advice to Local Planning Authorities (LPA’s) in the same way 
that other consultees do e.g., Parish Council’s, Sport England, Historic 
England, Environment Agency 

❑ Myth: LPA’s have to follow our advice 

❑ Fact: LPA’s can make an alternative decision taking into account the 
advice of all consultees

❑ Governed by policies and design standards and guidance e.g. National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), Manual for Streets (MfS), Design 
Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB), Local Transport Note 1/20, 
Leicestershire Highway Design Guide (LHDG)
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What does the HDM team comment on?

❑ LPA’s determine what planning applications they consult us on

  

❑ We comment on an average of 70 consultations per week from all LPA’s including 
outline, full, hybrid and discharge of conditions applications

❑ Approximately 350 pre-application enquiries per year.  These come either from 
LPA’s or directly from applicants and are strictly confidential

❑ When invited by LPA’s and Applicants we enter into Planning Performance 
Agreements
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What does the HDM team not comment on?

❑ Flooding - Leicestershire County Council as Lead Local Flood Authority currently 
comments separately

❑ Air quality

❑ Amenity

❑ Ecology

❑ Impact on the strategic road network – National Highways (formerly Highways 
England) are the highway authority for the strategic network e.g. A5, A46, M1, M69
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How do we review planning applications? (1)
❑ Review information submitted by Applicant that is available on LPA Planning Portals

  

❑ We can only consider the information that has been formally submitted

❑ The level of information we require depends on the type and scale of development.  
This is set out in the Leicestershire Highway Design Guide  
(https://www.leicestershirehighwaydesignguide.uk/)

❑ NPPF paragraph 115 states we should ensure that in assessing sites that may be 
allocated for development:
❑ Sustainable transport modes are prioritised taking account of the vision for the site, the type of 

development and its location; 

❑ Safe and suitable access to the site can be achieved for all users; 

❑ The design of streets, parking areas, other transport elements and the content of associated 
standards reflects current national guidance, including the National Design Guide and the National 
Model Design Code48; 

❑ Any significant impacts from the development on the transport network (in terms of capacity and 
congestion), or on highway safety, can be cost effectively mitigated to an acceptable degree 
through a vision-led approach. 

https://www.leicestershirehighwaydesignguide.uk/
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How do we review planning applications? (2)

1. Consider existing situation: 

❑ Site history

❑ Existing planning use

❑ Access arrangements – type, visibility, speed
❑ Perception: vehicles are speeding through our village and Highways have not considered this

❑ Reality: Measured speeds

❑ Traffic Regulation Orders (TRO’s)

❑ Trip generation – numbers, type, pattern
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How do we review planning applications? (3)

❑ Parking provision
❑ Perception: There is not enough parking included with the proposal 

❑ Reality: Accords with adopted standards, parking on the highway a safety issue?

❑ Any committed development (within scope)

❑ Accident record
❑ Perception: There have been a number of accidents in a given location that have not been 

considered

❑ Reality: Assessment of recorded Personal Injury Collision's in the past 5 years

❑ Junction capacity
❑ Perception: There is an existing problem at a junction and Highways are doing nothing about 

it

❑ Reality: Development can only mitigate against its own significant impact not address an 
existing problem

❑ Sustainability

❑ Myth: Officers never visit application sites

❑ Fact: Carry out site visits, combined with fortnightly district liaison
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How do we review planning applications? (4)

❑ We then undertake all of the above for the proposed situation to establish the 
impact of the development

❑ In addition, review the Internal layout to assesses suitability for adoption
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What advice do we give to LPA’s

❑ No objection

❑ No objection subject to conditions and/or contributions

❑ Advise refusal
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What contributions can we ask for?

❑ MUST meet the tests as set out in the NPPF AND be evidence based:

❑ Necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms

❑ Directly related to the development

❑ Fairly and reasonable related in scale and kind to the development

❑ Mitigate own impact, not address existing problems

❑ Contributions we typically ask for:
❑ Contributions to wider infrastructure improvements

❑ Travel packs/bus passes (staged payments) and bus stop improvements (raised kerbs, TT Cases)

❑ Travel Plan monitoring fee

❑ Traffic Regulation Orders’s
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Example 1: Ratby – Cycleway Provision

❑ 24/00461/REM - Land South Of Markfield Road Ratby. 
Reserved Matters for 75 Dwellings (appearance, landscaping, layout and scale)

Before After

❑ Augmented Standard Major Residential Access Road
https://www.leicestershirehighwaydesignguide.uk/highway-layouts-and-design/road-layouts-and-design/road-types 

https://www.leicestershirehighwaydesignguide.uk/highway-layouts-and-design/road-layouts-and-design/road-types
https://www.leicestershirehighwaydesignguide.uk/highway-layouts-and-design/road-layouts-and-design/road-types
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https://www.leicestershirehighwaydesignguide.uk/highway-layouts-and-design/road-layouts-and-design/road-types
https://www.leicestershirehighwaydesignguide.uk/highway-layouts-and-design/road-layouts-and-design/road-types
https://www.leicestershirehighwaydesignguide.uk/highway-layouts-and-design/road-layouts-and-design/road-types
https://www.leicestershirehighwaydesignguide.uk/highway-layouts-and-design/road-layouts-and-design/road-types
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https://www.leicestershirehighwaydesignguide.uk/highway-layouts-and-design/road-layouts-and-design/road-types
https://www.leicestershirehighwaydesignguide.uk/highway-layouts-and-design/road-layouts-and-design/road-types
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Example 2: Ratby – Toucan Crossing Provision

❑ 20/00786/FUL - Land West Of 1 Desford Lane, Ratby
New medical centre comprising doctor's surgery, dental surgery and pharmacy with associated car parking 

❑ 21/01295/OUT - Land Off Desford Lane, Ratby
Outline (access) planning application for 225 dwellings
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A

B

D

C
E

Example 3: Market Bosworth – Bus Service Extension

A. 24/00560/HYB
135 Dwellings + 0.6 ha 
Employment

B. 24/00831/OUT 
100 Dwellings

C. 24/01079/OUT 
126 Dwellings

D. 24/01157/HYB 
126 Holiday Lodges + Golf 
Leisure & Health Spa

E. 25/00027/OUT 
38 Holiday Lodges +
Family Health & 
Wellbeing Spa
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Thank you for listening

Any questions?



Questions and answers

In person: Please raise hand, turn on your microphone before 

  speaking, turn off when finished. 

Online:  Please use the raise your hand function on teams. 

We will try to answer as many questions as we can. 



Thank you for attending

Members lounge:

- Refreshments and networking

Gartree committee room:

- Infrastructure workshop

Goscote committee room: 

- Big Travel Survey Workshop
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